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Towards a 

corporate-environmental

food regime

Governance through

quality and

sustainability standards

Class-differentiated

neoliberal diets

Debt regime 

(& environment)

Role of the State and Social
Movements

Desire to be part of concrete
transformations

Alternative agriculture

Transitions in 
economic thought 

Linked to dominant

production model

Single goal: 
 growth & productivity

Permeates the conception
and evaluation of policies

Megacompanies' 

practices

Financialization of

agriculture

Land & resources

grabbing




Ongoing research focused on the economic and environmental assessment of agroecological practices at the farm level. 

Need to deal with public policies (institutional level) and food systems (territorial level).

FOOD REGIMES
ANALYSIS




HOW I GOT HERE

TRANSITIONS
Critical view on

conventional
economics

Critical view on
agribusiness

ANTHROPOCENE
CAPITALOCENE



POLITICAL
ECOLOGY

Community mapping

& social participation



PICT
Participatory
evaluation of

agroecological
transitions

Also AIMS
To assess potentialities and

limitations of agroecology as a
sustainable rural development

strategy

To accompany food producers in the
self-assessment of performances

TAFS
Analysis of

food systems'
transitions

towards
agroecology 




FIAS-MAK'IT PROJECT INTERCONNECTS
TWO LINES OF RESEARCH ON 

AGROECOLOGICAL TRANSITIONS

M. P. Acosta; P. C. Serpe; D. Pérez; N. Tuchsznaider; 
G. Budukiewicz; M. Palumbo

SHARED ULTIMATE GOALS  and APPROACH

Source: TAFS's Concept Note (2020) M. M. Patrouilleau; E. Goites; F. Toso; D. Pérez

Arguments based on 
scientific evidence, 
field data and 
concrete experiences







OBJECTIVE
To analyze productive, economic, social,

and institutional transitions from industrial
(or traditional) agriculture to agroecology









THOUSANDS OF
UNDER-REGISTERED
AGROECOLOGICAL,

ORGANIC,  AND
BIODYNAMIC 

FARMING UNITS.  

The 2018 National Agricultural

Census (CNA) indicates that

alternative agricultural practices are

only present in 2% of almost 250,000

farming units registered.

Organic production continues to

grow, reaching an area of 84,328

hectares in 2020. The National

Directorate of Agroecology (DNAE)

estimates 1,1 million hectares of

agroecological production of

vegetables, fruits, grains, livestock,

and dairy, in units ranging from ¼ to

more than 1000 hectares. 

Analysis of 
Agroecological Transitions 

in Argentina 



TAFS Step 1

Agroecological extensive mixed production with
polyphytic pasture, Guaminí, Buenos Aires.

Agroecological (intensive) horticulture with 
insect trap, Concordia, Entre Ríos.

Locally managed Participatory

Guarantee Systems (PGS) are also

crucial, as they provide a framework

to organize support for

agroecological production. There are

around 40 PGSs involving 750

families of producers in different

development stages, mostly emerged

after 2018 (INTA & DNAE, 2022).



N O  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  A G R O E C O L O G I C A L  T R A N S I T I O N  S T R A T E G Y  E X I S T S .  
T H E R E  A R E  A D V A N C E S  I N  P U B L I C  P O L I C I E S  A T  T H E  M U N I C I P A L ,  P R O V I N C I A L ,  A N D  N A T I O N A L  L E V E L S .  




Many of these developments result from social pressure against agribusiness. It is mainly through conflict that agroecology emerges and spreads. 

Civil society actors, especially social organizations, are fundamental in materializing alternative agricultural experiences and transforming public policies.





A

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 



1) Analysis of agroecological transitions and 
Food systems and actors mapping in Mar del Plata.

built a typology of transition situations. 
(Emergence of hypotheses) 

Typology of different AET processes

2) Identify factors that hindered or favored them. 
 Identification of obstacles and opportunities. 

3) Estimate their capacity of food production and
employment generation (youth). 

 Food system performance.

4) Propose  a system of indicators for differentiated
diagnoses of diverse transition situations.
5) a) Test the indicators' re-applicability in other case
studies to improve the diagnostic capacity of the
instrument. 

Selection of adapted indicators and methodologies.

 b) Evaluate these indicators during participatory
workshops with producers and institutions.

 (Emergence of categories)

6) Elaborate recommendations to accompany
agroecological transition processes.

 Policy dialogue.

OBJECTIVE

To analyze agroecological transitions based on 
a) the economic, social and political changes involved 

& 
the aspects that favor or hinder them;



b) the capacity of AE systems to 

provide food to the population and 
create employment at the local level.




Elaboration of indicators: 
inputs for the design of actions.

Analysis of 
Agroecological Transitions 

at the farm and territorial levels 



PICT 2019
FIAS-MAK'IT PROJECT / TAFS Steps 2 & 4 



During the first quarantine:

1. Literature review of existing methodologies

(agroecological transitions and sustainability).

2. Creation of information collection instrument on 

 SurveyMonkey: interview-questionnaire that can be

applied in intensive and extensive agroecological

productions (Pampean region, but also in ones).

Between quarantines:

3. Application of instrument at the farm level (mostly

intensive productions) and in-depth interviews with key

informants. 

4. We are currently analyzing the information collected to

build the typology and evaluating the use of the open

access platform LiteFarm (UBC) for the next field work.

5. We will propose indicators.



Consensus.
Create harmonized and

globally relevant evidence
on the performance of

agroecosystems.

Useful for global analysis. 
Does not replace other

methods, nor it is useful for
participatory learning

processes.



Multidimensional
sustainability indicators:
sufficiently productive,

economically viable,
ecologically adequate,
culturally, and socially

acceptable. 
Social dimension is at

best measured through
the indicator life quality

and the basic needs
approach.




ESA



Sustainability
Evaluation in

Agroecosystems 




EXISTING
METHODS

TAPE



Tool for
Agroecology
Performance
Evaluation 

 (Blandi et al.,2013; Fernández et
al., 2019; Iermanó et al. 2015;

Sarandón et al., 2008; Sarandón,
2002). 

Methodologies 
measuring

sustainability in
agroecosystem,

biodiversity, 
and plant

heterogeneity

Focus: agronomic
aspects that improve

the functionality of
agroecosystems.
Scale: farm unit. 

1. Literature review

Feminist
 Studies



Tronto, Rodríguez,

D'Alessandro

LUME



Economic-
Ecological
Analysis of

Agroecosystems

FAO 2019

Petersen et al., n.d.

(Sarandón & Flores, 2009)



Accompanying 
self-assessment

Discuss indicators
(appropriable and

updatable by
families)

Participatory
Guarantee Systems

Science




CHALLENGE:



USEFUL
 FOR

Producers

Policy-
makers

Extension
agents

EPISTEMOLOGICAL APPROACH

"gender equity" (normally, incorporation and participation of women in agroecosystems management, productive decision-making, and political
participation), does it imply a double or triple working day for women?
"youth prominence": child labor positively?

Awareness of the limitations of measuring complex phenomena and the tension between the generation of standardized parameters (indicators) and diverse
and changing agroecological transition situations.
Empathy towards producers. Explicit how indicators are constructed, i.e.,

Multi-level
analysis: farm,

local food system,  
institutional.
Complexity.

What kind of
information is

needed?

Recommendations
Local development

PGS

Food democracy?
Institutional social innovation for

auto-governance and auto-regulation.
Accompany formulation of inclusive

standards by territorial actors.
Difficulty: presence in territory and

reduction of indicators.

Employment considered at 3 levels
for tracing work creation: 

(i) farming unit, 
(ii) territory (processing, services), 
(iii)  impact on local consumption

and investment. 
Follow the flows in Step 2?

VIABILITY project.
Quality.

2. Instrument



We stated trying and adapting LUME, 
conceived for analyzing the sustainability of agroecosystems because:

-Participatory.

-Not limited to farm-level analysis (territory)

-"Sheds light" on social and power relations. 

-Critical economies (Chayanov, political ecology): 

Reveals dimensions of social life (community, political) 

and work (reproductive and self-consumption), 

not considered by hegemonic economic theories.

- Agriculture as exceeding commoditized circuits.

 - Exceed neoclassical economy measurements (productivity, growth); incorporate indicators beyond that.

- Not only show the labor force directly generating family income, but also domestic and care labor producing

goods and services (health, wellbeing, affection).

- Include not only the mercantile sphere, but also self-consumption.

- Consider not only work in the farm, but pluriactivity.

- Consider social engagement activities as extra work.



Operationalize stages Gliessman et al. (2007):
1) reduce use of inputs; 
2) substitution by sustainable practices; 
3) redesign of agroecosystems; 
4) change of values & aesthetics
guiding producers & consumers decisions 

While considering levels of transitions (Tittonell, 2019) and transition situations:



Trenque

Lauquen

Mar del
Plata

ConcordiaParaná

Ord. on agrochemicals
Territory for TAFS Step 2

Intensive & extensive AE + organics




(Pampean Region)

 BUENOS AIRES

Ord. on agrochemicals
Ord. promoting AE 

Permanent presence

Intensive agriculture

Helped with ongoing PGS

  ENTRE RÍOS

Ord. on agrochemicals

Territory for TAFS Step 2

Intensive & extensive AE +
organics

Incipient PGS

Intensive & extensive AE 

Incipient PGS

1st fieldwork: 
LUME (simple

questions + sketch)

2nd fieldwork: 
LUME 

+
PGS

+
Own questions

3rd fieldwork: 
Survey Monkey

3. Fieldwork




