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 Recurrent mortality events hitting albatross nestlings on 
Amsterdam Island

Introduction



Avian cholera on Amsterdam Island

Weimerskirch et al., 2004, Polar Biology – Rolland et al., 2009, Conservation Biology
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Avian cholera on Amsterdam Island

Weimerskirch et al., 2004, Polar Biology – Jaeger, Lebarbenchon et al. in revision

 Recurrent mortality events hitting albatross nestlings on 
Amsterdam Island
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multocida ?
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Avian cholera

Descamps et al., 2012, PLOS ONE

 Poultry

 Arctic waterfowl
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Common eiders in Canada



 Long-lived species

 Faithful to its breeding site 

→ Long-lived immunity?

→ Long-term monitoring

 Long chick rearing period

→ Maternal immunity

Immuno-ecology of albatrosses

Garnier et al., 2012, Proceedings of the Royal Society
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 Long-lived species

 Faithful to its breeding site 

→ Long-lived immunity?

→ Long-term monitoring

 Long chick rearing period

→ Maternal immunity

 High population densities

→ Disease transmission

→ Access to lots of individuals

→ Vaccination?

Immuno-ecology of albatrosses

Garnier et al., 2012, Proceedings of the Royal Society
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Gamble, Garnier et al., in revision – Gamble, Bazire et al., in prep. – Bourret, Gamble et al., in revision

Results soon to be 
communicated


